
INTERVIEW 

ONE20NE 
Reading Matters 

Three yurs a&o M~uhew 
Imrie lelt South Afric;i to 

expand his careor hori2ons. Today, 
~ is the dri\-ing fortl' behir>d 
an Imaginative roding group 
at Thamesmead llbra,y where 
young Pl'Ol)te team that rPad,ng 
can be a lot ol ful\. Themed 
workshops, interactive events 
and autho< visits i\fe all p,trt ol 
Matthew's plans to help bring 
boou to hie. 

Just 6 months alter Joining 
Baley Council, Matthew 
launched the Thame5mead 
Reilding Group in September 
2003. It was a low-key surt 
with only lour girls turning Lip 
to the first meeting. However, 
his commiun...t to building up 
a rapport with them hos seen 
the group w- and now thefe 

FACTFILE 
The Teen1ge Reading • Group at Th1mesmead 
Ullfa,y Is funded t,y 
Be•ley's Areas ol 
Oppo,tunity ,,.,,..,.,-. 

• The Group ,-son the 
wt TuesdaY of ,:very 
month In the Juni« 
ubrary from 5,30pm 
106,30pm 

• It 1~ open ~o anyone between the .ges of 11 

are more than 40 names on 
the malling list. From the very 
start. Matthew w.,s d~ermil\ed 
to •~Id the 'lone ranger' alfoct 
- an approach that has proved 
h,ghly successful He says ·roo 
often adults set something up 
for young people and thon neY'1" 
sticlt around to Sff it through. I 
have learned that it is absolutely 
vital w t you a,e not some 
remote figure In t~e background, 
You must wort< wuh the young 
people and to del,ver what you 
Sb)' you w ill," 

Eve,y month some twenty 
t~n~ tum out 10 dbcuss. 
debate and enjoy topics ranging 
rrom Ancient Egyptian Mummies 
and pimes to chocolate eating 
and Harry Pou•r. These subj<ctS 
are brougl>t to me with stories, 

and 16 (,ny cnthuslastk 
,e,dc,r cittier slde or this 
age group will not be 
turned away,) 

• To bOOk your pi.teat the 
next ...ent. please call In 
al the lltnly to plclt up• 
tkkee or telephone 
0208 310 9944. 

• All...-shtfdat • 1111 library are frH, 

ftbn,a,y Z006 e ll•1•1Yfew 

activltles and guest speakers. 
Matthew beUeves that this 
dynamic apProach helps 
teenagers build up a reading 
culture and to develop a lovet 
of books. "Aclua!ly getting 
young people Into the llbra,y 
for s,;mething other than the 
compute<S is the first challfflge. 
Oncec through the doors they 
soon learn that a tlbra,y is a safe 
and stal>le environment whctre 
they cl!n be listened to and 
wl1efe they can ask quest~." 

Matthew's enthusiasm and 
crHtive Ideas are helping tnak 
down the standard Image ol 
a lobra,y. The r_,. Reading 
Croup enjoys liv.:ly and noisy 
d,scuss,ons with no one sayln& 
'quiet pt-·· 

Coming Soon 
• £>chjbttion &rid stories 

lbout Chinese Uon l)lnCIIC 

• Vl$Jt lrorn author Paul 
Gt!fa&l,ty 'Te:r I SIOIY (ft pictures • dl&I i,ho(Clwll'IIY' 

• John Harrluham his 
Halkr.•,een sa,y S10INI 
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